






















Sound Buttons

We encourage the children to put ‘sound buttons’ on the words before attempting 
to read them. We use the following strategies: 

● Look for the tricky bits in the word first. Can you spot any digraphs (2 letters that 
make one sound), trigraphs (3 letters that make one sound) or split digraphs (a vowel 
digraph that has a consonant letter in between the sound)? Put the sound buttons on 
these sounds first. 

● Check your ‘b’s and d’s’ by making a ‘bed’ with your hands. 

● Now put the rest of the sound buttons on from left to right. Say the sounds, ‘Robot-
talk’ the sounds (using your robot-arms) then blend the whole word. 



Content of the phonics screening check

Section 1

The words in section 1 will have a variety of simple word structures (for example CVC, VCC, CCVC 
and CVCC) using:

• single letters (a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h, I, j, k, l, m, n, o, p, q(u), r, s, t, u, v, w, x, y, z)

• some consonant digraphs (ch, ck, ff, ll, ng, sh, ss, th, zz)

• frequent and consistent vowel digraphs (ar, ee, oi, oo,or)

Section 2

The words in section 2 will have a variety of more complex word structures (for example CCVCC, 
CCCVC, CCCVCC and two syllable words) with some:

• additional consonant digraphs (ph, wh)

• less frequent and consistent vowel digraphs, including split digraphs (a-e, ai, au, aw, ay, ea, e-e, 
er, ew, i-e, ie, ir, oa, o-e, ou, ow, oy, ue, u-e, ur)

• trigraphs (air, igh).



Weekly Phonics Homework


